
 

 
 
 

ShARE-EPFL Conference: The Digital Divide 
 

 
The Digital Revolution 

The digital revolution, fired by the engines of 
Information and Communication 
Technologies, has fundamentally changed the 
way people think, behave, communicate, 
work and earn their liverhood. It has forged 
new ways to create knowledge, educate 
people and disseminate information. It has 
restructured the way the world conducts 
economic and business practices, runs 
governments and engages politically. It has 
provided for the speedy delivery of 
humanitarian aid and healthcare, and a new 
vision for environmental protection. It has 

even created new avenues for entertainment and leisure. As access to information and 
knowledge is a prerequisite to achieving the Millennium Development Goals - or MDGs 
-, it has the capacity to improve living standards for millions of people around the world. 
Moreover, better communication between peoples helps resolve conflicts and attain 
world peace. 

The Digital Divide

Paradoxically, while the digital revolution has extended the frontiers of the global village, 
the vast majority of the world remains unhooked from this unfolding phenomenon. With 
the ever-widening gulf between knowledge and ignorance, the development gap between 
the rich and the poor among and within countries has also increased. It has therefore 
become imperative for the world to bridge this digital divide and place the MDGs on the 
ICT-accelerated speedway to achievement. 

 

Tuesday, January 17, 2006, Lausanne, Switzerland, EPFL (CO1) 

The conference will be held in English and will be recorded. 

 



 

 
Program: 

 
18h15 – 18h30: Introduction 
 

ShARE Presentation, Thomas FRENDO (ShARE-EPFL President) 
Topic and Lecturers introduction, François HELG (Group Manager of 
Information Technologies of ShARE-EPFL) 

 
18h30 - 18h55:  ICTs in developing countries and emerging economies: New 
opportunities and numerous challenges. 

 
The ITU, headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland is an international organization 
within the United Nations System where governments and the private sector 
coordinate global telecom networks and services. 

 
Jaroslaw PONDER works for ITU´s Strategy and Policy Unit.  

 
18h55 - 19h20: Mobilisation of human and financial resources of the Black Diaspora 
to reduce the digital divide in Africa. 
  

(In French) AFRICAGORA est un club et une association composés 
d’entrepreneurs, de cadres et d’élus originaires d’Afrique, de la Caraïbe et du 
Pacifique, et oeuvrant pour l’intégration économique, l’insertion professionnelle 
et la promotion sociale des minorités ethniques. 
 
Mme. Marina SAUZET (member of Africagora club in Geneva) 
Dogad DOGOUI (President of Africagora club)  
 

19h20 – 20h00: Open debate: “The investments from abroad and the solutions to 
remove the digital divide in sub-Saharan Africa”. 

 
Digital ACP is a non profit organization whose purpose is to put together 
technical expertise, public and private donors and telecom carriers as well as 
equipment makers. 
 
Jacques BLANCHE (Digital ACP) 
Jaroslaw PONDER (ITU) 
Dogad DOGOUI, Marina SAUZET (Africagora) 
Attendance 
 

20h – 20h45: Cameroonian Reception, free chat with speakers. 

http://www.itu.int/aboutitu/index.html
http://www.unsystem.org/


 

 
Contact: 

 
François Helg (Group Manager IT) 
francois.helg@epfl.ch
+41 78 774 51 42 
 
Stella Foaleng M. 
stella.foalengmafang@epfl.ch
+41 79 392 05 38 
 
Thomas Frendo (President of ShARE-EPFL) 
thomas.frendo@epfl.ch
+41 78 878 69 66 
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